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ENIWETOK -- FIELD TRIP REPORT

May 17, 1972



“Jl%eEniwetok Field Trip Report is in actuality a combination of three
reports, each concerned with a specific aspect of the trip. The
report prepared by the Chief of Planning contains a description of
the islands visited other than Eniwetok island proper. A description
and the condition of the facilities located on Eniwetok island is
covered in the Controlled Maintenance Supervisor’s report. The
District Agriculturist’s report includes a preliminary agricultural
survey of the islands visited.
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: (-” TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFICISLANDS Ojjice ./ the Hith Commissiomw, Saipan

To: Deputy High Cownlssioner

FROM : Chief of Planning

DATE: 8 June 1972

Serial P-72-0092

SUWECT: Field Trip to Eniwetok

/The Headquarters team arrived at Kwajalein on Wednesday, my 17, 1972.
The team included the following persons: Deputy High Conuni8sioner-
Peter T. Coleman; Special Consultant to the High Commissioner - Dwight
Heine; Chief of the Land Cadaster Branch - Maynard Ness; Information
Specialist - Jon Anderson; Supt. Controlled Maintenance - Joe N~kanfshi;
Comnunity Development Engineer - Josef Rotholz; Chief of Planning -
Philip Chamberlain. The District team arrived the same day and included
the following people: District Administrator - Oscar DeBrum; Distr~
Attorney - Russell Walker; District Agriculturist - George Nakanishi;
Legislative Secretary - Bryant S. Zebedy; Congress of Micronesia Rep. -
Ataji Bales; District Director of Public Affairs - Tony DeBrum and
Ujelang Councilman - Ishmael John.

Three representatives were present from Micronesia Legal Services
Corporation. This contingent was headed by T. R. 14itch6110fSaipan
and included Chips Barry and Dennis Olsen both of Majuro.

The combined teams left Kwajalein on May 18 and arrived on Eniwetok
via Saturn Airways on the same day. Representatives of the Ujelang
Municipal Council had arrived at Eniwetok on the M/V Militobi on the
same morning and included: Iroij Joannes; Iroij Lor Anzi; Magistrates
Smith Gordon, John Abram and Ertas John.

Deputy High ConxnissionerPeter T. Coleman called a meeting of the group
on the afternoon of May 18. Those in attendance included those listed
above plus people from several U. S. government agencies and contracting
firms including: Lt. Col. Earl W. Udick - SAMTEC; Lt. Col. LOUiS J.
Circeo - DOD (DNA); Thomas C. Turnbull - Gen. Elect.; Joe J. Farkas -
MATSCO; L. C. Growe - SAMTEC; M. E. Stevens - DNA (Logistic Directorate);
John Stewart - AEC and Roger Ray - AEC.
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@he meeting was opened by District Administrator Oscar DeBrum who stated
that this is the img aw~ited opportunity for the people of Eniwetok
to visit their home islands. The District Administrator appointed an
Interpreter and instructed him to translate the statements made during
the meeting. The District Administrator then introduced the Deputy
High Commissioner.

Mr. Coleman said that the purpose of the trip is for the benefit of
the Ujelang representatives. “We are here to see what now exists, to
take a look.at what is here now.” The Deputy High Commissioner requested
that each person present be introduced. After the completion of the
introduction, Mr. Coleman suggested that Mr. Roger Ray of AEC explain
the work that he and his people have recently completed.

Mr. Ray: “As you know, Eniwetok has not been prepared for resettlement
as Bikini has. There is still much work to be done and we are just now
completing a preliminary survey of the islands.”

“We do know that there are some locations where radioactivity remains
from the atomic testing and we shall have to remove that before some of
the islands will be suitable for long-term occupancy.”

There will be no danger to ye:.‘ -m a short inspection visit to the
islands, but we do plan to proviti.an escort who is familiar with those
locations where we have found some radiation problems. We ask that
you take his advice and stay clear of any areas which he will point
out to you.”

“We are also going to ask you to wear at all times, while you are at
Eniwetok, a green badge which will be given to you after this meeting.
This badge is known as a film badge and is customarily worn by all of our
workers wherever there is any possibility of even a slight exposure to
radiation. We do not expect any of you to be exposed to any significant
amount of radiation. In fact, we do not expect to find any evidence of
radiation on these badges. But we require this procedure so that if
there should be some unexpected exposure we will know about it and be
able to inform you of it.”

“We will collect your badges when you leave Eniwetok and take them back
to our laboratory in the United States for evaluation. Each badge is
numbered and we have recorded that number along with your name on an
identification card.”
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Wet me *ep&at. We ●re confident that them will be no dansar to you
from radiation on thio brief visit to Eniwetok. If there wars, w.
Wntld urse you not to vieit the ielmds St this tima. But we do ●sk
you to help UB mtke your visit Qboolutely safe by following s few
#imple precautions which will be Dugsested by your ●scort.”

The Deputy High Commissioner thanked ?tr.ilayand requested that ●ll
peopie making the trip adhere to the simple rules outlined by
Mr. Ray.

The Deputy High Commissioner noted that the M/VMilitobi is standing
by and we must establish the schedule today to be followed throughout
the forthcoming trip.

The following schedule was set:

May 19 0730 All pereonnel, with luggage required for trip, be
in front of

0800 Embark f..m

0900 Ship leaves

the dormitory.

dock for ship.

for the islands.

1. Parry Islands
2. Japtan Islands
3. Runit Islands
4. Mike Crater
5. Bogon Islands
6. Enijebi Islands
7. Roj’kIslands
8. Igurin Islands

The ship will return to Eniwetok on Saturday.

A representative from the Department of Public Works will check the
facilities on Eniwetok. The Chief of Planning will accompany the team
during ‘thetrip to observe facilities on other islands.

The Deputy High Commissioner was asked if maybe the Eniwetok people might
have specific places that they would like to visit.

The Deputy High Conzuissionersaid, “If they do, we shall visit them at
their convenience.”

The meeting was adjourned.
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The14/V Mllitobi left Enlwetok at about 0900 and docked at Parry at 0930.
Parry has a land area of .335 sq. miles and is code named Elmer. It was
immediately apparent that the Island had been intensively developed and
it was equally apparent that it had been abandoned for sometime. (Eniwetok
nuclear t6!8t8 ended in 1958.) The survey team disembarked and began a
tour of the island.

The following remarks are based upon my observations made when touring
the island. Due to the limited time that was available to stay on the
island, I was unable to prepare an inventory of each building and as
a result, will comment on only the major structures.

The dock is “L” shaped with the main ICatwalk \
face about 300’ in length. There is
a catwalk extension at the end of the
main portion of the dock. The dock
is supported by 2 parallel rows of
steel beams which are located approxi-
mately 10’ from”the outer edge of the
dock. The beams appear to be sound.
There are wooden piles along with pier
edge which are rotted completely
through at the water surface level.
It smears that the function of the

bl

\

Shareline

Collapsed
W Area

Wood
%teel.

wen Piles Beams

. .
wooden piles was less structural than for the purpose of keeping boats
from going under the dock. There is a steel waterline which is
supported by the steel beams.

The pier has partially collapsed for a distance of about twenty feet from
the point of contact with the shore. A substantial amount of surface
Dlankimz would have to be replaced before the dock could be considered
~ safe,-operation facility. -I was informed that the water depth at the dock
face had been dredge to 30’ and that the facility regularly had handled
10,000 ton vessels.

v m

There are five fuel storage tanks
located in the dock area. The
estimated capacity of the tanks
are three of two hundred thou-
sand (200,000) gallons capa-
city and two of one hundred
thousand (100,000) gallons Dormitories

capacity. Comnunity
Center*
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7.

/’-

tiles on the walls and c,eiling. The building was centrally ●ir conditioned
but the equipment has been removed. As with the computer denter building

@if windows ●re cuton Parry the building could be utilized for public use
into the walls. The building is surrounded by ● high chain-link fence.

There are six metal and several 90’ wooden antenna on the island.

There is a dock at Japtan which will,require repairs prior to being
suitable for regular use. A concrete boat launching ramp ie located
next to the dock.

We departed Japtan at approximately 1400 hundred and anchored off
Runit at about 1500. Runit has a land area of .120 sq. miles and
is code named Yvonne. We did not tour the entire area of Runit. We
were concerned primarily with the condition of the area in the iuunediate
vicinity of Cactus and LaCross craters. There was a concrete bunker
whose interior was constructed in the form
of a maze near ground “O”. TIE bunker
housed measuring and recording equipment
during the blasts. There was evidence of
only limited scmb vegetation in the area.
The craters can be utilized for small boat Bunker

harbors if a limited amount of channel Landing Craft

blasting is undertaken. The central Cactus

portion of the west side of the island
looks like a ship graveyard when viewed ‘. -
from the ship. There are possibly 20 ,

aCross Crater

or nmre derelict landing craft sunk and
beached in the area.

The survey party left Runit island at about 1640 hrs and proceeded to Mike
Crater area where we anchored for the night. Mike Crater is approximately
6000’ in diameter and 168’ deep.

On the following morning we took two small boats and proceeded around
the rims of the craters. It was difficult to explain to the represen-
tatives of Ujelang what had happened to 2 1/2 of their islands. The
islands of Elugelab, Teiteiripucchi and Bogererik were each ground zero
for surface bursts. As a result Elugelab, Teiteiripucchi and a portion
of Bogererik are no more. The areas of the islands had been as follows:
Elugelab (code named Flora) - .01 sq. miles; Teiteiripucchi, also
sometimes known as Lidibut (code named Gene) - .031 sq. miles and
Bogeirik (Code named Helen) - .050 sq. miles. The configuration of what
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8.

h hciw rkfetred to sw Bosezrik has bhansed to such ● degree that some of
& ?ep?hsentatives from Uj~lans quest ioned fiether or not it was the .,{
b$hikibltid di was h neW f,blkniite$ulting from the blasts. The
becohdkfi ~kowth oh the island had tetumed an had the bird life, The
~koij hoted that the islands had previously been set aside as bird
bihctuiriks and that he Was pltibed that so many birds had returned.
One of the tepresentative$ caught a bird which was duly killed and
~lucked on the return trip to the ship.

The next island that we visited was Engebi. Engebi (Code named Arthur)
has an &rea of -343 sq. miles and had been the location of an important
Japanese fighter strip during W.W. II.
The island had received extremely heavy
naval and aerial bombardment during the k D
Pacific offensive in 1944. We were re-

~J

‘08eP
quested not to cross into the area to the +pe Zoo@

north of the airstrip since NASA had ‘*t@ =#
launched a Beryllium (Glucinum) rocket
from the launch site located there. We *
were told that Beryllium is a highly

?
toxic metal and that the area had not

Apar ment
Building

yet been “cleaned” but would be before
the island could again become Inhabited.
There is no radioactivity in the area
resulting from the rocket launch. E

There is a large three story structure located on the island which iS

referred to as the “apartment”. The building consists of several units
which are contiguous to but not stmcturally connected to one another.
Each section utilizes different structural designs and materials. For
example, one section is built of reinforced concrete and faced with
metal siding attached to furring strips while the adjacent unit is
constructed on large steel columns. The purpose of the structure
apparently was to test the effects of a
nuclear air burst upon different types
of structures. The unit which sustained
the most obvious damage was the unit Reinforced
having a concrete second and third Concrete H
stories supported upon reinforced

H

columns -
concrete columns. The columns failed
and the unit is now a two story struc- Metal -Steel
ture which has a 12’ setback from the Face

\
Columns

original building line.
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9.

There is evidence of amch ordinance r-in- from World War 11
bombardment of the island.

ROJOA
The next stop was ●t the PACE (Pacific Cratering
Experiments Site). There Is printed material
●vailable that describes the progrus in detail Cauoeway

so I will discuss only those eleamnts which
appear to be of izmediate importance.

Test

1. There will be 23 “shots” to be undertaken Area

during the months of August, Septanber,
Bunker

November and December.

2. The material detonated will be TNT
and not nuclear in nature.

3. The size of the shots will vary from
1000 lbs to 100 tons of TNT.

4. The resulting craters will vary in size
from 20’ to 300’ in diameter.

5. The locations of the blasts will be
confined to the three locations as shown
on the accompanying drawing.

Test Area ‘%”

6. Area “A” which encompasses an area of 19.2 acres, is being cleared
of overburden down to coral or about equal to high tide, The average
anmunt of overburden being ramved is 6’ - 6“ of”topsoil and the
remainder sand.

7. It is Up tO

rehabilitated.

a)
b)
c)

There is

Return

the people of Ujelang as to how the land is to be
One of the three following procedures was suggested.

to normal state.
Develop harbor in largest crater.
The University of Hawaii and Guam would like to develop
fish farinain some craters.

a thirteen hundred foot airstrip that is used by light
aircraft.

There:are two large bunkers that can be utilized for typhoon shelters.

One of the representatives from Ujelang stated that he would like to
see the craters after the explosions before any decisions are made.
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10.

It was ●greed that this should be done.

We ●gain embarked upon the Militobi and headed for Igurin Island.
Igurin (code named Glen) appeared to have been unaffected by the
experiments. The vegetation, including coconut trees, was mature.
The island was ●live with large coconut crabs of which about 25
were liberated and enjoyed at a feast on the following day.

We returned

Deputy High
of May 20.

to Eniwetok on the evening of Friday, May 19th.

Cownissioner Coleman called a meeting for the afternoon
The minutes and a list of those in attendance is attached.

,N$JfNiii$%
Attachments:
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TRUST TERRITORY OF TI+E PACIFIC ISLANDS
OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER CABLC AODRCSS

.
SAIPAN. MARIANA ISLANDS 0S9S0 MICOTT SAIPAN

(-

The following is taken from a tape recording as made of a’meeti~ held
on Eniwetok, on May 20, 1972 at 10:30 A.M. Those In attendance were:

Peter T. Coletnan
Night Heine
Ataji Bales
Philip Chamberlain
Maynard Ness
Joe Rotholz
Joe Nakanishi
T. R. Mitchell
Dennis Olsen
Chips Barry
Jon Anderson
George Nakanishi
Smith C.
Hetes J.
Bryant S. Zebedy
Roger Ray
John Stewart
Stevens M. E.
C. L. Growe
Joe J. Farkas
ThO~S Turnbull
Lt. Col. Louis J. Circeo
Russell W. Walker
Lt. Col. Earl W. Udick

beputy High Commissioner
Special Consultant to the HiCorn
Congressman of Micronesia
Chief of Planning
Lands and Suneys
Comunity Development Engineer
supt. Controlled Maintenance
Micronesia Legal Services Corp., Saipan

11 It II II Majuro
II !1 It II Majuro

Public Information Specialist
District Agriculturist, Majuro
Ujelang Magistrate
Ujelang
Legislative Secretary, Marshall Is.
USAEC
AEC
DNA (Iagistic Directorate, Wash. D. C.)
SAMTEC
MATSCO APO SF 96333
Gen. Electric Site Contractor
DOD (DNA) Wash. D. C. 20305
Majuro
SAMTEC

Peter T. Coleman This is our last day on Eniwetok since we leave
tomrrow morning. We want to take advantage of
the opportunity of having the representatives here
from the different agencies who have been involved
in the Eniwetok program. We want to use this
meeting as an opportunity for the people of Ujelang
to ask questions and also for our team to ask any
questions that they might have. I leave the meeting
open now for questions. Please remember that there
are representatives present from agencies that have
records and information that have not previously
been available to the Trust Territory. This is an
opportunity to establish communications with those
agency representatives that are presently here.
This is an opportunity for us to get information
for the representatives of Eniwetok and their
people as well as for ourselves in the Trust

Territory. I therefore leave the meeting open now
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for ●nyone who

an opportunity
on your mind.

would like
to ●sk any
Now is the

to ask questions. l%is ia
question that you might have
time @ ask those questions

while the gentlemen from the different agencies ●re

Roger Ray

●vailable.

Russell Walker I wonder, as we previously discussed during the trip,
is there a possibility that a single individual could
be appointed to disseminate all information from the
numerous agencies involved? It would be onch easier
if we were able to deal with one individual who could
act as a liafson for the 5 or 6 involved agencies.
I offer that as a suggestion.

Peter T. Coleman All right, we can discuss that. It’s going to be
difficult to select a single individual unless we
work directly with Mr. Ray. These are different
agencies but perhaps he could be our contact point.
The Trust Territory contact point for information
really is the Department of Interior. The Department
of Interior then has its people contact the various
agencies in Washington.

Perhaps I could respond to that a little bit. There
is right now no single agency that has a total compre-
hensive responsibility for the future activities here.
But I am sure that we who have some connection with the
Washington scene feel that it is a very necessary early
step to be taken. I think that for the time being, it
is appropriate to say that Peter T. Coleman is the
central location and that for the moment he will have to
suffer with the fact that he’s got to deal with several
agencies. I think that he appreciates that too. We are
all very much interested in seeing a central coordina-
ting effort made very quickly and we have talked
earlier today about taking some steps in that direction.
Please don’t think that I am not perfectly willing to
communicate with anybody in this room at anytime, but
I think it would be a sort of diversion from a very
much needed agency level coordination in Washington.
Does that answer your question?

Russell Walker I think that clarifies the situation. I think it would
be uuch more satisfactory if for instance, that if
Mr. Olsen could write to a single source for informa-
tion. Am I to understand then that Mr. Coleman will
be our source of contact for the various agencies?

Peter T. Coleman Yes. That will still leave you free to communicate
with anybody. I think for the coordination of
~formation to our q$f~g~ we do have the opportunity
to utilize the Department of Interior people to contact
the various agencies in Washington at anytime.

-13-
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Dennis Olsen

(-

Peter T. Coleman

Dennis Olsen

Peter T. Coleman

Peter T. Coleman
>*T ti,dG.-1,,,,.4.

Dennis Olsen

Peter T. Coleman

Roger Ray

Mr. Colman,
what kind of

—.

I am afmid that I dontt understand
arrangement is being made. In your first

statement, you said that you are restricted to
channel communications within the Department of
Interior.

I am not restricted to that. I work tlmough the
Department of Interior. I have found that by working
through them that more lines of communications to the
rest of the agencies are available.

Are you telling us in effect that all our correspondence
inquiries should be channeled through the Department of
Interior?

No, you donlt have to, but we are available. you can
channel your communications, as I said, directly to the
agency representatives here. But Russell has suggested
that you can have some sort of coordinating office for
the solicitation of information. We will be glad to do
that but that does not remove any independence that you might
have for seeking.informtion. .

~ ‘want‘to clarify this. Let*s say that in a one weel
period, there is something very pressing that we want
to know that only the AEC can answer. If we are to direct
that inquiry to you would you in turn directly contact
$he AEC or would .yougo through normal channel?

We would contact the AEC and also contact the Department
of Interior to follow up. We would phone them a.ndask,
‘!Therewas ● request two days ago concerning the such
and such ~ission, how are we doing on it”.

The reason that I am pressing th~s, since I liked the
original tenor of Russell’s question which was trying
to remove some of the departmental hurdles that nomally
exist when there are so many people drawn from so many
different agencies. Such hurdles are involved in a
situation like this.

He all may communicate directly tith one another.

Perhaps, I could just add, speaking.formy own agency,
that if you write to us, you will get an answer. I think
am suggestion was that Pete perhaps will be in a better
~sition to find the proper pltce to get the answer that
you are looking for. ,1 think I could almost speak for
,.s11of the Federal agencies concerned. If @ do have
a question that we’re able to answer, you will get the
answer directly no matter what channel you used.
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tshmael John

Peter T. Coleman

Chips Barry

Peter T. Coleman

Col. Earl Udick

Peter T. Coleman

Col. Louis Circeo

Peter T. Coleman

ThOIMS ~rnbull

Peter T. Coleman

Roger Ray

Peter T. Coleman

Ted Mitchell

Jon Anderson

This is not a question. What I want is that ●ll of
the words in this meeting be translated to my people,
please.

It shall be done.

I am going to pass around this clip board and ask all
the people to put down their names, addresses, finction
and their title. This would be mch easier than doing
it orally. Would you please pass around. Then we can
type it up and disseminate it generally among others.
This then gives us an opportunity to give you a call.

Let us pinpoint the representatives that we have here.
This is Roger Ray of the AEC; Col. Earl Udick is in
the Air Force. Col. Udick you are with SAMTECO

Yes, SAMTEC is with the Air Force. We have the contract
for the island right now.

Well you are out of Vandenberg Air Force. Col. Circeo
you ay with DOD. That’s Department of Defense.

That’s Department of Defense Nuclear Agency Engineering.

Mr. Turnbull are you working with SAMTEC? You work on
contract for General Electric?

Yes, that is correct. We run the apartment that you have
been living in. Mr. Farkas is the Site Manager.

You folks have been doing a wonderful job. We wish
to congratulate you.

Possibly we could pick up the film badges before we
go any further. I would like to do that at this time.
(Mr. Ray collectedthe badges.)

For anyone who would like to get any information,
these ❑en are available. We will leave tomorrow and
the plane will be in at 8:00 hopefully, we will
have gathered all the desired information that any
of the representatives might have been seeking.

Can anyone in this room or on this island give us
additional information concerning the Marine Resource
Laboratory.

I was speaking the other day to Dr. Kemp. He is one
of the visiting scientists.

f-
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Peter T. Colman

Lt. Circeo

Peter T. Coleman

Ted Mitchell

Col. Earl Udick

Ted Mitchell

Col. Earl Udick

Ted Mitchell

Col. Earl Udick

I have
by the

the gentl~’s name that was given to me
University of llawaii. He was to be here at

this time. He made himself available the other
evening. I believe his name is Losey.

Losey is the name.

Our own people from the Trust Territory team have been
gathering information and we will be preparing a report.
When that report is completed, we will give you fo~ka
a copy. They will be inventorying everything of
tiportance on each island. I will be going to Honolulu
and I will be in touch with Washington. This iB for
our team’s information. We will get together later on.
I just want you to be prepared to cover certain salient
points that I need to mention on my trip with the
understanding that final report will be coming here.

Lt. Udick, my question is directed to you. Is there
any significant activity that is undezway or that is
planned in the forsee&ble future that would in anyw~y
effect the ultimate return of Eniwetok to the people.

I will do my best to
a peculiar situation
care of the contract
.operation. That all
are several programs

answer that question. We are in
you might say. We have to take
for any additional tenant type
goes through our contract. There
going on. The programs that are

going on are now established and if there are some
other programs, such as the return of the islands that
overshadows everything. All we can do is just hang in.
We’ve got a job to do and we have been assigned to run
the island and take care of the tenants as they come
to us - to assist them in carrying out their projects.
I can’t honestly say that there is anything that would
interfere with the return of the island. We are in NO
position to say that.

We are aware of Marine Biological Laboratory and the
Loran Station. Are there any additional programs?

The PACE program and Col. Russel’s program. That’s
classified. What is the number on that progi~? 0D5125.
Also the Scrips project and Senior Girl which is an
in and out type operation. Senior Girl is also a
classified project.

What is the number.

We don’t have an OD number on that.

-16-
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Roger.Ray I think that clearly suggests that NO, they will not
effect the return of the island to the people or the
clean up program.

Col. Earl Udick Easically, it goes down to this. When you first turn
it off and the direction to do comes down to SAMTEC,
through Air Force channels, then its all over with.
Presently, we have the responsibility for supporting
this operation. I am not trying to evade you but I
am trying to put in proper light.

Ted Mitchell Are you aware of any other projects that are some place
in the planning stage that would involve the use of
Eniwetok.

Col. Earl Udick “ I guess that’s the way to answer this one in an
informal way. SAMTEC has no mission here.

Ted Mitchell I directed this question to you because of my ignorance.
I don!t know to whom else it should be directed. If
somebody else in this room can answer the question, I
would appreciate their assistance.

Roger Ray I would like to take a try at it. AEC has no mission
here either. I think I am conversant with the way
things are done here. With all due respect to the Col.,
I would like to say that he is no better position to
answer that question than the cook domstairs is able to
tell you how many meals he is going to serve tonight.
He will serve all those people who will show up.

Ted Mitchell I am sorry if I put you on the spot.

Col. Earl Udick When I spoke to the General before I left, he said
“all you can do is to go and assist in anyway that is
possible.” We appreciate this opportunity to make it
very clear, and we go to MI-.Coleman’s first remarks,
that this communication and inter-agency cooperation
is going to be extremely critical.

.-

_Roger Ray Well, I think that you have been asking a question
that we have been asking ourselves. As I have mentioned
earlier, myself and others have concluded on this visit
that the very first order of business to fill the gap that
you have mentioned. There is not anyone in this room or
probably one single person who can answer this question.
We believe that there needs to be at the agency level, a
coordinating group which will have the information and the
authority to ~ay %A or
ments or activities. I

NAY about any proposed new experi-
personally believe I am

(-.

. .
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{
\. Col. Circeo

Col. Earl Udick

Peter T. Coleman

Chips Barry

Peter T. Coleman

aware of everything that is planned to be done here
that is officially sanctioned and that there is nothing
that would interfere with your mission.

In the Ambassadorfs announcement, he mentioned S
programs that were remaining here before DOD will be
completed. The S programs have already been covered
in this meeting. He also mentioned that these would
in noway interfere with the rehabilitation or clean
up of the Atoll. He also stated something to the
effect that there would be minor residual rights and
I personally do not know what he meant by that.

Myself and other S~EC people are here to help to see
what exists and to determine what we can do in assisting
your people - to attempt to tie all of these activities
together. Col. Wexell from Kwajalein, SN4TEC, Major
Blaire; Mr. Growe and Mr. Krosher is from San Antonio.
He is the boatman. So if you have any problems
concerning boats contact him; and Mr. Weir is contract
man in charge of control. So please remember we are
here to help you.

As we understand it all the programs other than the
small ones like the Coast Guard Station and the Marine
Biology Lab will remain but everything else will have
phased out by December of 1973.

It would be very helpful for myself and the others
lawyers here if each of the Trust Territory and agency
people would make a statement concerning what their
roles will be in the rehabilitation process. What are
they going to do with the informationthat they have
gathered here when they go back to their offices? What
will they do in one way or another that will affect
these important plans? For instance; I know that
Mr. Phil Chamberlain is with Headquarters Public Works,
but beyond that I don’t know what he is going to do
that will have effect Eniwetokese. If each of you could
make an explanation of what you propose to do would be
very helpful.

First let me point out that the group that came in from
headquarters will initially prepare a report and
recommendation. Beyond that they will not do anything.
With the recommendations we will set down with the
representatives of Eniwetokese and agree upon a mutually
agreed upon approach to carry out the future programs.
The ultimate recommendations and programs worked out
by the Eniwetokese and the Trust Territory Government
will have to go to Washington. Eventually when the
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islands are returned to the Eniwetok people, the
islands will then also become the responsibility
of the Trust Territory Government which will
supply the overall services to the people. Now in
regard to your question that you requested first,
let me ask Phil if he has anything additional he
would like to say.

The only thing that I would like to add is that we are
here to see what is to be done, that’s the primary
reason for our being present on this trip. We are
here to assist in anyway that is witiin our capability.
Our capability is Master Planning. We have prepared
master. plan for 13 of the major islands in the Trust
Territory. Those plans are based upon a combined
efforts of the people and the planners so that a
mutually agreed upon plan is developed. What approach
will be taken here we don’t know as yet. This will be
mutually agreed upon in our later combined meetings.

That’s the type of information, I would like to hear
from everybody.

Mho will make the master plan for Eniwetok.

This is of course has not been decided yet. That’s
why we are here. If the people of Eniwetok request
our assistance then we will be very happy to assist.

Jf there’s going to be any plan it will be the people’s
plan. Jon Anderson is of Public Information Office.
Do you want to say somthing Jon.

My work here is to observe what is going on and I will
be writing some articles and publishing some pictures
about this trip and publishing something about the
future plans as they evolve. We fulfill a reporting
function in the Trust Territory because there is no
private news agency that is capable of disseminating
news simultaneously to all six districts.

Next, Mr. Maynard Ness of Lands and Surveys.

Lands and Surveys has the responsibility of the public
land of the Trust Territory together with the survey
of lands and the acquisition of sites for CIP. We
also analyze leases and other land actions that are
going on between the citizens of the Trust Territory
and non citizens of the Trust Territory. We therefore

enter into almost everything that takes place concerning
land. As far as to what I am personally thinking of
doing is first to keep in clost contact with
Mr. Coleman.
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I would like to assist in this coordination and
/ also to collect as much information as we can

from photographs and other reports that are in
(- existence so that we can build up a collection of

basic information that will be of assistance in
carrying out our mission.

Peter T. Coleman There had been publication which will assist us in
determining the proper names of these islands. He
has maps that will identify the 3 islands that are
no longer there.

Maynard Ness Last year Lands and.Surveys promoted and carried out
a project which included one volume listing all of
the islands of the Trust Territory. Dr. Bryan of the
Bishop Mission prepared the booklet. Each island
of the Trust Territory is given a number, the local
name is given, the name given on the Japanese charts,
the name given on the German charts and the Joint Task
Force 7 code name and other military code names.

Peter T. Coleman I would like to introduce George Nakanishi who has
been working in the Trust Territory for many years

.

as an Agriculturist Expert. George would you have ‘ --P

something to say.

George Nakanishi My job is to compile the necessary data
a planting program and see that some of
that were disturbed will be put back in
condition or better. We will be making

to substantiate
the islands
to its former
plans for

rehabilitation of the islands by planting coconuts
on some of the islands that people will be living on
and other subsistence crops such as breadfruit if it
is possible. We will investigate means to make it
little better than it was in the past by making a
study of groundwater system and perhaps utilizing
modern irrigation methods to make these things come to
pass. Much of the land has been disturbed and soils
mixed up because of construction. It’s going to be a
difficult task in some areas to get the plants to grow.
However, we feel that this is possible and all of the
lands that the people feel should be planted in coconuts
will be worked on. A report will be submitted to the
administration as to how extensive the program will be
as soon as we find out exactly what islands are going
to be involved in this study.

Peter T. Coleman Together with what George had said, we were talking
yesterday about after the test the land will be
restored and coconuts will be planted. If there
is any planting at all, I would suggest that we’re
informed because the selection of seedlings will be
very important on this type of place. Rather than
pick the seedlings off the coconuts trees here,
George might have in mind getting
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some of the seedlings
we can have different
production.

I have already talked

from the Southern islands so that
types of coconuts and much more

to George about this.

George Nakanishi is going to need people, and need to
hire employees who will be planting the islands. I would
suggest that he hire people from Eniwetok.

Yes, if there are going to be any people needed, I think
we’re going to hire people from Eniwetok.

Does the Trust Territory have any claims for the use
of any lands on Eniwetok Atoll.

The Trust Territory has no thoughts or plans that are
firmed up, we are concerned with the use of the land for
the people.

What I would like to know is when do the thoughts become
plans.

w will be informed. No plans will be made without
consulting the people.

We would like to know as soon as possible as to what
lands the Trust Territory claims title. We need maps
and descriptions. We would be very happy if the list
has no entries.

It will be done. Anyone else like to speak.

We would like to hear more from the Federal people
while we are all together here.

We inherited this area from the old missile days.
Cantons and Kwaj now are the missiles centers. We are
here today to see that things are coordinated. We are
here to help.

From this point on, my primary concern is the PACE
program. The proper execution of the program, the
evaluation of the data and the environmental dis-
position of the test areas. Even if the Air Force
is contracted to do it, it is our agency who is
overall supervisor.

Mr. Ray, would you introduce the rest of the
gentlemen here?

(-
.
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Roger Ray 1 guess it is clear what my agency is and our Nevada
office will have the responsibility of acting for the
Atomic Energy Commission in studying and making the best
determination we can as to the radiation situation;
recommending what action that must be taken for safety
reasons before islands can be put to the uses that you
recomnend; and then participating * actually conducting
the clean up action. (hr partner in that will undoubtedly
be the Department of Defense. I think Col. Stevens
represents that part of the Department of Defense which most
likely to have this coordinating function for the
defense action. I will let him speak.

Col. Stevens I am from headquarters Defense Nuclear Agency. I was
sent here to observe the AEC survey that they made last
week and to observe the trip that you have made this week
to get a feeling of the order of magnitude of the job
that may face the Department of Defense in the event
that the Department of Defense is given the job of doing
the clean up. That’s about all that I can say at this
time. John Stewart is from AEC office of Las Vegas. He
has been here last week coordinating the survey. Do
you have a word.to say or question to ask? ,>

John Stewart No.

Chips Barry I have one question anyway. Throughout our trip here,
we have heard that you will be doing a more extensive
survey. Can you tell us more about that? When it
starts and when it ends.

Roger Ray

.
Chips Barry

I’m not sure I can tell you when it will start but it
will start the minute we are given the job and funds
are made available. I might say that the survey that
was just completed, we did without really having it
funded and without having really any support for it
and we took it from other programs we had ongoing
because we recognize the urgency of doing an initial
survey right now. We are fresh out of money at the
moment and the minute we have the responsibility
assigned, and I think it is going to happen very
soon, I am confident that the responsibility will
be accompanied by funds. ~ Wess is that in about
August or September, we will back out with the next
phase of that survey. We would hope to complete it
this CdLJKk year.

How many people is your survey going to involve and will
there be written reports from the preliminary survey
and from the final survey and if so will you send us
copies of it? ;
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The survey probably will not involve very many more
people than were involved in this one. It will involve
more sophisticated equipment and a longer period of
time. As to the results of the survey, yes, these will
be made available certainly to the Trust Territory ~’
Government and probably to the public. The reports will
be undoubtedly a part of such documentation as we and
the Department of Defense will have to provide as to the
environmental impact of the things that we intend to do.
So all of these will be in.the public record I am very
sure. I think you should appreciate the results of
the survey depends on extensive laboratory work after
we come here and get samples. We will then return to
laboratories in Nevada. The time there can be anywhere
from a few weeks for the things we need of highest
priority to many months for getting very detailed infor-
mation. The information will be available as soon as
we have it in a form that is understandable.

Are there any questions?

I still have a couple of people to explain their
functions. I am not clear as to Mr. Turnbull’s function.

I am from the General Electric. Our responsibility is
the administration of the contract. The contract is for
the operation and maintenance of the SAMTEC facility
on this island. We operate and maintain them. I spe-
cifically work in Program Management in Newport Beach
in California. I have been assisting Mr. Farkas in
setting up a new contract and additions to that contract.

I just had one more question to ask. Mr. Ray, yesterday
at Engebi, there was some discussion about the Beryllium
probl~. At the time it came up, I think you said that
this is not an AEC problem but rather an Air Force
problem. Will the AEC be dealing with the Beryllium
problem?

The Beryllium problem is not one in which the Atomic
Energy Commission has any unique competence. There
are AEC agencies that do have competence in evaluating
the Beryllium contamination and if we’re assigned that
task I am sure that we would call upon them. The
Department of Defense does have, mainly the Air Force
very specifically, and NASA have a good deal of
competence in this regard. I think this gain is
a question that should be directed to Washington
level. Whatever teams are developed to come out here
and do the clean up will have the competence to deal
with the Beryllium problem. The Beryllium problem
is not a radiation problem, it is not
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● nuclear contamination problem, it is chemical
problem saewhat different from what we ordinarily
deal with..

Mr. .Groweis the Program Manager for S+fTEC for our
team in here. He is the man that you get in touch
With . He deals with all the tenants in:fitever
category program we have.

My question is connected
I still don’t understand
Eniwetok was selected or

to the PACE Program here.
and I want to find out why
chosen for this program.

Eniwetok was chosen because Eniwetok has large craters.
Bikini also has large craters. We are tyring to
understand what caused the crater size over here both
in Eniwetok and Bikini. If you like, I could go into
further detail. We have some materials and slides
which I think are necessary for complete explanation
and understanding. We essentially looked all over
the world for sites. The first place we looked was the
United States because it would be the cheapest place
to conduct such a test. We essentially investigated
this for two years with some of the top scientist
and geologist in the United States and it was deter-
mined that it was necessary to come out here in order
to conduct tliis.program even though the cost would
probably be ten times more than it would cost to
“conductthis program in the United States. Right now
we have even larger explosive programs being conducted
in the United States, in order to go along with the
program out here. I can go into much more detail later
on if you like. Last night the PACE people met with
Chip and Ted for 2 hours. tiewent over the explanation
of the program for them and I think they are fairly
well informed of the reason for our coming out here.
I will be happy to discuss with you later.

Well the reason I was asking this question is that I
think there are islands like Johnston and Wake Islands
that are very similar in geology to Eniwetok.

Later on this afternoon if possible if you are available,
I would like to meet and discuss with you this.

I have a question regarding the Eniwetok site selection.
When did your two years search for a possible site for
the PACE program end?

Well we started in about 1967 to 1969. A report was
written around January 1970, on the geology of Eniwetok
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Atoll. Shortly after this we started getting consultants
together and we requested funding for the program here.
Now you probably heard last night the biggest problem
against coming out to the Pacific at that time was me.
I was looking for other sites and a much cheaper program.

I just want to get some idea as to the chrolonogically
of what happened. When did you finally decide to use
Eniwetok as the site in your PACE program.

I think it was around the beginning of 1970 when we were
finally convinced that we would have to come back here.

Did you inform the Trust Territory at that time that you
intended to use Eniwetok?

No, we had discussions with
is contracting the thing so
paperwork. We are just one

the Air Force. The Air Force
they went through the
of the monitoring agencies.

Are you aware of when the Trust Territory was first
informed about it?

No.

The PACE Pro~am was discussed only when were talking
about the return. We
programs here and the
was set, that is when

You have no knowledge
April 1972?

In other words, prior

were informed then of the remaining
definite date for the return
the PACE Program was discussed,

of the PACE program before

to the time that the program
was set for the return of Eniwetok, it was not considered
on the.part of the Defense Department necessary or even
desirable to consult with the Trust Territory Government
with regard to any uses that Eniwetok might be put too.

I guess that qualified yes to your question. I’ll
have to dissect it.

When was the Environmental Impact Statement filed
and made availab- to the Trust Territory?

Well that is two separate questions. We had given the
Environmental Impact Statement, actually it was not
finished till March, sometime in March or April, we
gave copies to the Trust Territory Government. It was
actually filed with the Counsel of Environmental
Quality on the 18 of April back in Washington.
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Dennis Olsen Are you aware of any attempt to tender the
EnvironmentalImpact Statement directly to the
Eniwetok people?

Lt. Col. Circeo I don’t think so, I just don$t know. The Counsel
of Environmental Quality send the reports out to
agencies concerned, I am not sure if they send one
to the Trust Territory Government or not although
we brought one out for them. Anybody is free to
comment on the Environmental Impact Statement. Now
after 45 days, I think it is, we get all the comments
and we put out the final statement. This is just a
draft right now.

Roger Ray It is not a normal thing for the agency of the
Department of Defense to deal directly with the Trust
Territory. Normally that cross-over is made at
departmental level. I am not sure that you have a
complete picture when you ask whether DNA or the
project people dealt directly with the Trust Territory.
The normal channel would be between the Department of
Defense and the Department of Interior. I dontt think
it is fair to ask Col. Circeo the negative question.

Dennis Olsen I just want to get some idea of the actual sequence.
When did the facts become known and discovered within
the Trust Territory?

Roger Ray We just have no way of knowing it.

Lt. Col. Circeo But we did send copies to Interior.

Dennis Olsen In early April?

Lt. Col. Circeo I assume the 18th of April. I have the regulations
that we submit these under if you would like to read it.

Peter T. Coleman The return of Eniwetok is actually something that has
been negotiated for several years. I have been Deputy
High Commissioner for 3 years now and I know that the
District Administrator of Marshalls, Mr. Heine and
himself made representation to the headquarters several
years back as to when Eniwetok was going to be returned.
When the decision was finally made in the office of the
President and the date was set, we were notified that
certain programs that had to be implemented by that date.

Congressman Bales Is kind of sad for these Eniwetokese people to come here
and see what happened to their islands. I was wondering
why they were not informed of this or consulted about this
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program, why they were not informed at all before
they started the program?

As far as the Trust Territory Government is concerned,
they were not informed because we did not know anything
about it. The matter was brought up only after the date
was set for the return and certain programs were to be
implemented between now and Decembe r1973. Thatls the
reason why we have Col. Circeo with us. He came down
to explain to us in our meeting in Majuro. Before that
we did not know about it ourselves.

I would :ile to ask Col. Circeo again for purposes of
clarification, was the Environmental Impact Statement
filed on the 18th of April? Yesterday, we were shown
the work that is being done out there to prepare your
test bed. When was that work begun?

1 don’t know the exact date. 1’11 have to ask for
opinion, but I believe that was someti!,ein February
or March.

So in other WCTC! the project was already underway and
in effect a great deal of alteration of the environment
was in progress before your Environmental Impact
Statement was filed.

Yes. Site preparation was underway.

Any other questions. We appreciate very much everybodies
help. This is our last occasion to meet formally.
We’ll get together socially later on.

On behalf of the Eniwetokese Counsel, we would like to
express our appreciation and gratitude for everything
that has been done for us throughout the week. We know
that your people are going to help in cleaning up the
place and prepare for their return to their home
islands. Thanks for making the Militobi available for
the trip to each of the islands to see what happened
to the islands and to see which are now missing.

(’-

Meeting adjourned

-27-


